MINUTES and UPDATES
NH Legislative Breakfast Planning – Meeting #3
Thursday, December 15, 2011

Concord Hall Street WWTF

Action items appear in green.

Present:

Darren Benoit (for ASCE – American Society of Civil Engineers)

Fred McNeill – Manchester WWTF (NHWPCA)

Michael Metcalf (NHWWA)

Peter Goodwin - NHWPCA

Jim Gallagher – DES Dam Bureau

Joe Ducharme – ACEC (for American Council of Engineering Companies)

Mike Trainque – NHWPCA and NEWEA

Shelagh Connelly - NHWPCA
Cooperating Organizations:

NH Water Pollution Control Association (NHWPCA)

American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)

American Council of Engineering Companies ($100 committed)

NH Water Works
NH Public Works Association

DES Dams – asked to be taken off as a sponsor
DES Lakes

DES Rivers

NEWEA

Legislative calendar – Text has been sent to Mike and Joe.  The text is in Senate calendar.  Not yet in House calendar, though it has been submitted.
Senator Gallus has agreed to make brief opening welcome remarks as a sponsor.  Mike Trainque expects Rep. Kapplar to attend and will make brief opening  comments.  Need to keep these SHORT!
Edits were suggested for the Invitation – These were sent to Linda and she has completed.  Submitted by Shelagh to Speaker’s Office for approval (12/21).  Waiting to hear back from Betty Lichty for approval.  Plan is to go to print week of 12/26.

Speakers - Peter spoke to Jen Perry who will speak on wastewater – all set.
Mike Metcalf is good to go on the topic of drinking water
Commissioner Burack to touch upon Needs Survey.

Jim Gallagher is ready for stormwater and the recent Irene event.  He will also touch on the Report Card ---


This report quantifies the economic cost of current investment trends in our water and wastewater treatment infrastructure. The link provides a download for the Executive Summary and the full report.
http://www.asce.org/failuretoact/?utm_campaign=TWIW - 1216&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua 
Summary Notice of Event – Linda to put together a nice looking document with all the color logos as a pdf for use in sending out to people.

Handouts – Fred to look into Water Matters mugs and providing Liquid Assets to all legislators that attend.  Any other handouts should be brought to the meeting on January 17.
Contacting Legislators – Would like to distribute a script and talking points to all sponsors and ask that they personally contact their elected officials.  Also distribute within their organizations- but emphasize that the event is the Water Matters Legislative Breakfast and don’t distract talking about your organization.  Multiple sponsors can get confusing – stick to single message.  Shelagh and Ned to develop script and how to reach your legislator.
Practice run on February 8th.  Ned to check to see if we can do this at Holiday Inn. Aslo can the speakers table up front be raised up at all?  Also- do we have any further information about recording the event?
Electronic/technical support for the event – Ned is point person for presentations and projection and sound.

Media contact – Darren to write-up a press release about the event and tie it into recent issues like the broken water main in Manchester and the leaking water tank in Rochester and flooding.  Pictures to help tell the story.  Darren to coordinate with others for outreach.  Potentially Amy Manzelli and Ned.
Governor- important to get this commitment.  Amy Manzelli is lead on this task through the Sustainability Commission.

Identify key legislators and assign who will contact– Peter Goodwin to pull this together (input from Harry Stewart)

Town & City journal from LGC – Shelagh to get copies.

ASCE blog – share the link and get the good word out!  Thanks Darren.


“At today's meeting I mentioned a NH Infrastructure Blog that I edit/write for ASCE-NH. The content is taken from newspaper articles across New Hampshire discussing the infrastructure elements (water, wastewater, transportation, etc.) contained in the ASCE-NH 2011 Infrastructure report card. I also throw in a few rants and related articles as well. Currently the latest article is about the Rochester water tower. If you are familiar with how "labels" work, if you click the "water" label at the bottom of that article, it brings up all drinking water-related articles on the blog site.

 

It's far from viral, but receives about 500 hits per month. -Darren

 http://nhinfrastructure.blogspot.com/
Deadlines
Early December – announcement posted in legislative calendar & newsletter
Titles of Talks – ASAP to Linda to finalize agenda

January 4 – written invitations out to legislators in their mailboxes
January 25 – handouts from each organization (100 copies) to Mike Trainque

Feb 1 – presentations and other details to Ned (see above)
Feb 8 - dry run of the program the week before (location TBA)
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, January 17, 9:00 am, Concord Hall Street     
xxxENDxxx
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