NEW HAMPSHIRE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The mission of our Association is to serve as a source of information on wastewater treatment and wastewater-related topics, promote good public relations and sound legislation, assist in the professional advancement of our members, and generally promote the protection and quality of the state’s waters.  We’ve met that mission in a number of ways. 
The Association holds a Clean Water Week Poster Contest for elementary school children in New Hampshire every year.  Winning posters are printed onto a calendar distributed to New Hampshire schools and winning students are presented their awards in a ceremony in which Governor Lynch signs a Clean Water Week proclamation.

Last year, during National Clean Water Week, our efforts were featured on television on WMUR’s Chronicle Program. That airing included a “tour” through the Franklin (NH) Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility and emphasized how wastewater professionals work to maintain the quality of Lake Winnipesaukee as a valuable resource to residents and visitors.

The Association also sponsored a Legislative Breakfast for the first time in 2007.  The goal of that effort was to provide information to legislators so they could make knowledgeable decisions on pending legislation related to environmental issues, and promote public awareness of our efforts. 

To help our members stay up to date with wastewater related issues, we’ve presented technical sessions at major meetings and the e-News (newsletter) was developed, and has become a valuable resource to allow our members to keep up  with Association activities.  Members can also stay in touch with the Association’s activities through the website at www.NHWPCA.org.  The website contains useful information on upcoming activities, job opportunities, training course availability, and upcoming meeting dates.

2007 was a major milestone for the Association, marking the 40th anniversary.  To celebrate this achievement, the Association sponsored a train ride in Lincoln and a boat ride to the Isle of Shoals, with commemorative items and clothing made available to members.  

On January 29, 2008, the New Hampshire Water Pollution Control Association received the NEWEA Founders Award at the awards luncheon of the annual conference of the New England Water Environment Association in Boston. The award was given in recognition of the 40 years we have been providing environmental excellence in protecting the water environment of New Hampshire.  The Association is proud to have received the Founders Award and is proud of the results of its efforts to maintain the quality of the water resources of New Hampshire.  
At a time when water quality issues are being given a high level of attention, the contributions of the New Hampshire Water Pollution Control Association’s wastewater professionals stand out as an example for others in protecting our valuable water resources.
I feel privileged to have the opportunity to be President of an association that actively contributes so much to protecting our water resources.  As President, my goal for 2008 is to continue to increase the public and regulatory agency awareness of our efforts so that their positive  impacts are clearly recognized, and continue to improve ways we can provide our members with information that benefits them professionally.
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