NOTES

NHWPCA Legislative & Regulatory Affairs Committee Meeting

January 14, 2009  -  Concord Hall Street WWTP

Present:  Shelagh Connelly, John Adie, Mike Trainque, George Neill, Ned Beecher

NH Legislation Introduced So Far

Mostly nothing seems to be critical to ww or biosolids or septage.

However, we’ll watch HB 45, HB 61, HB 181 (sale of real property)

We are interested in getting wastewater solids included in REC standards as a renewable energy fuel.  May not have DES support.

Stormwater utility bill passed last year, but seems limited to Manchester.   Mike thinks the language is not as generic as it might be.  Mike is on stormwater commission and will watch this topic area.

HB 1295 created stormwater commission.  Mike is on it.  Judy Spang is co-chair;  Barry? Sasson is chair; works for OEP.  Dave Cedarholm of Durham is representing municipalities.  Started meeting in September.  Bill filed for ’09 to extend the commission for another year.

Now, stormwater projects are eligible for SRF loans; there is a need to have standards that require clear design, positive outcomes, demonstrated benefits, etc.  At this point, this seems to take money from ww infrastructure, not a good thing.  MS-4 communities – municipal separate stormwater sewer systems – there are 34 or so communities in NH.

Legislative Breakfast Planning

Hotel is booked for 6:30 – 9:30 am, March 4th

Invitations will be out by February 13. Mike Trainque and Linda Guadette are meeting Monday to finalize.  Mike provided a DRAFT invite which we edited collectively.

Speakers

George is working on getting DES Commissioner Burack.  Others:  George and Pat from DES.  

Shelagh and/or Ned will contact Maggie Hassan to see if she would help sponsor this event and give opening remarks.

Schedule

7:15 am start (invitation says 7:00 am start for breakfast buffet)

Mike Sullivan – 2 mins

Legislator (Maggie Hassan ?) – 3 mins

Burack – 5 mins

Adam Yanulis, NEWEA – 3 mins

Jack Healey from EPA would talk and include Liquid Assets in his talk – 10 minutes George Neill – Overview of NH needs – 8 mins

3 case studies (5 slides each, 8 mins each)


Nashua    Plymouth   Portsmouth

Pat Hannon – septic needs (from 699 study commission) – 5 minutes

Mike Sullivan - Wrap-up – 2 minutes

Total: 1 hour and 2 minutes plus transition time for next speaker….

John and Ned will bring video cameras to get a basic tape for NHWPCA files.

Ned will work on getting copy of Liquid Assets from WEF.  NHWPCA and companies will sponsor getting this on NHPTV.  Dave Danielson, NHWPCA member, is the person taking the lead on dealing with WENH about this.   Could have a panel discussion also on the air, after the video is shown, to bring a local angle.  Clean Water Week is first week of June; try to get broadcast date then.  Ned will be in touch with Dave.

Ned, John, and Shelagh will get together packet to send to POTWs to get them to call their legislators and remind them to attend the Breakfast.  The packet will include an invitation letter to be printed on WWTF or municipal letterhead.

Invitation schedule

2/11:  send invitation support materials by email to all WWTPs and post on NHWPCA website (Communications committee assistance – George to check with Dave Mercier)

2/13:  Shelagh ensures invitation is in legislators’ mailboxes and in the calendar

2/18:  call treatment plants to get them to send invitations

Feb 23, 24, 25 treatment plants call, email, and/or send letters of invitation to their legislators

March 4 – The breakfast event

March 6 – Tours of WWTPs

March 13 – Tours of WWTPs 

Case Study Slides:

Ned will develop template slides to send to Peter Rice, Mario Leclerc, Dick Flanders.

1.  Description of the system, age and size of plant, population served, any unusual inputs or features

2.  Positive environmental story, including septage and biosolids handling (septage receiving upgrades, Nashua energy generation, biosolids use; Portsmouth solids for fuel)

3.  Needs: immediate and long-term;  e.g. new building at Plymouth, population growth and need for increase

4.  What permit limits are forcing us to do – must dos; costs to meet these requirements and needs.  Compliance challenges.

5.  What would be the sewer user fee impacts if no outside funding is provided for the necessary upgrades?  How do your fees/rates compare to other utility costs?

Include photos on slides to make them more appealing and show the plants and communities

Powerpoints

Ned will collect slides from all speakers – please have them sent to Ned by Feb. 15th.  

Tours
We’ll try to set up plant tours for Friday, March 6 and Friday, March 13 at Keene, Plymouth, Portsmouth, Nashua, Dover and Concord (Ned will call Concord.; John will check with Mario for Nashua; Mike will check with Portsmouth; Shelagh will contact Dover and Keene, George will contact Dick about Plymouth).

Next Meeting

Jan 21, 9 am, meeting with NHWPCA leadership at HTA Manchester; Mike will set up conference call-in option (Thanks Mike!).

Notes recorded by Ned Beecher, NEBRA

For questions, contact Ned at 323-7654 or Shelagh at 536-8900

