NHWPCA e-News

Board of Director’s Meeting – The next Board of Director’s meeting is scheduled for 9:00 AM on Thursday, May 13, 2010, at the Concord, NH Hall Street WWTF.  If you would like to attend as an observer or get on the agenda, please contact Sean Greig at sgreig@newmarketnh.gov.

Board of Director's Meeting Minutes - As part of our continuing efforts to keep the membership informed of Association business, please read the attached meeting minutes from the January 2010 meeting.
Membership Renewals - As a reminder, dues renewals ($25) were due by January 31, 2010.  Members who did not renew by February 15, 2010 were sent a reminder, but the renewal fee increased to $30.  New members can join any time during the year for $25.  Renewal forms as well as new member applications are available on the NHWPCA website at www.nhwpca.org/join.htm.


Legislative Breakfast – A legislative breakfast is being sponsored by NEWEA, NHWPCA and NEBRA on Wednesday, March 31, 2010, from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM at the Holiday Inn on Main Street in Concord, NH.  The breakfast is intended to bring wastewater professionals and state legislators together to provide an informative setting for learning about wastewater and biosolids issues.  The focus this year will be on sustainability and funding for the aging wastewater infrastructure throughout NH.  NHWPCA members are encouraged to participate and invite their local reps and Senator.  The breakfast will be free to all NH legislators.  NHWPCA members wishing to attend the Legislative Breakfast should send an email to Sean Greig at sgreig@newmarketnh.gov.
Trade Fair - The annual NHWPCA Trade Fair will be held on Thursday, April 15, 2010 at the Margate Resort on Paugus Bay in Laconia.  Vendor information packets were sent out in February and are available for download in .pdf format from the website.  Trade Fair announcements were mailed last week to all members and the registration form is attached to this eNews as well.
Plant of the Year Award – The application deadline this year is June 30, 2010.  This is a worthwhile undertaking for your plant and could get you and your colleagues the recognition you deserve for all the hard work and dedication that goes into making your plant run top notch.  A pitch for POTY Award applicants will be made at the Trade Fair this year and the winner will be announced at the Fall Meeting.  For assistance in filling out the attached application, please contact Ray Vermette at r.vermette@ci.dover.nh.us.

Scholarship Committee Update - If any of you know a high school senior going on to college, you know what a stressful time this can be for them and their parents’ wallets.  If they are planning a career in Water Pollution Control, Environmental Science, Engineering or Chemistry, NHWPCA is offering a $1000 scholarship to help.  Have them fill out and send the attached application before March 19th to:

Michael Carle

c/o Hampton WWTP

100 Winnicunnet Rd

Hampton, NH 03842

(603) 929-5931

mcarle@town.hampton.nh.us
Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Committee Update - HB 1575 is a bill relative to the act of composting and it is before the House Environment & Agriculture committee.  Although NHWPCA did not formally testify at the hearing on January 28, Shelagh Connelly of RMI was in contact with folks who did either testify or submitted testimony, including Eva Christianson of Earthtenders Compost in Farmington, Ned Beecher of NEBRA, the Town of Merrimack, Patricia Hannon of DES, and others.  The testimony was basically in opposition of this bill as currently written.  There are several municipalities that compost in NH, and they too have concerns about how this bill would negatively impact their operations.

Based on the House website it looks like the E&A has voted 13-0 to refer the bill to interim study. This was largely in response to the testimony that, as written, this bill would have the effect of dramatically reducing the ability to compost here in NH.  This means the topic will be referred to a sub-committee to study over the summer and then provide recommendations for the next legislative session.  NHWPCA will continue to monitor and be available as a technical resource. 

Safety Committee Update - The NHWPCA Safety Committee needs your help! In the Committee’s efforts to promote safety in the workplace, we submit articles to the Collector describing “Near Misses” that could have resulted in an accident. We have found that operators hesitate to share their near miss experiences for a number of reasons, but the Safety Committee wants to assure you that our near miss articles do not identify where the incident occurred or who was involved; it’s anonymous.  If you or someone you work with has had a near miss, please let us share the story with other operators so that we can prevent a future accident. Forward your near miss experiences to Chris Hipkiss via telephone at 603-934-2809, email at vernon.hipkiss@des.nh.gov, or mail at Winnipesaukee River Basin Bureau; P.O. Box 68; Franklin, NH 03235.  Thank You!!

Committee Meeting Minutes – Attached are minutes from the February 2010 meeting of the Safety Committee.  Please make sure to read through and familiarize yourself with this information!

We are always interested in getting additional members involved on the various NHWPCA committees.  If you are interested in joining a committee, please contact David Mercier at dmercier@underwoodeng.com.
Member Recognition News – Congratulations to The Resource Management Inc. (Ashland, N.H.) Residuals Management Facility in New Hampton, N.H., who became the 26th organization in the United States and the first in New Hampshire to be certified and admitted to the National Biosolids Partnership (NBP; Alexandria, Va.) environmental management system (EMS) for biosolids program. The facility’s biosolids EMS was independently verified by the audit firm KEMA-Registered Quality Inc. (Arnhem, Netherlands). The achievement recognizes that the agency has an effective biosolids EMS. It is one of 100 organizations currently participating in the NBP EMS program.
Used Equipment Wanted - The Star Island Corporation operates a small SBR facility on Star Island, 6 miles out from Rye NH.  We are seeking a functional used microscope to help us count and identify filaments. We are looking for a compound ‘scope with 1000x magnification.  We are also seeking a used Sigma Sampler to improve our compositing consistency.  If you have these items to donate or sell, please contact Tietjen Hynes at Thynes@Starisland.org or by phone at (603) 430-6272.

Unique Training Opportunity Available – The Northeast Trenchless Association (NTA) is offering a low cost seminar to engineering consultants and utility owners who wish to gain basic and advanced knowledge of the Directional Drilling and Pipe Bursting Trenchless Industries and learn how to apply this technology to your project.  Please refer to the attached flyer/registration form for more information.

Mark Your Calendar For the Following Dates:

· Legislative Breakfast - Wednesday, March 31 at the Holiday Inn in Concord. 
· NHWPCA Trade Fair - Thursday, April 15 at the Margate Resort in Laconia. 
· New Hampshire Fish & Game – Discover WILD New Hampshire Day – Saturday, April 17 from 10 AM to 3 PM at NHF&G in Concord. 
· NHWPCA Summer Outing - Friday, June 25. 
· NHWPCA Golf Tournament - Thursday, August 5 at Beaver Meadows Golf Course in Concord. 
Remember to visit the NHWPCA home page at http://www.nhwpca.org for other news and business.  When mailing, please continue to use PO Box 1382 in Londonderry for all NHWPCA correspondence, dues renewals and meeting registrations.  To reach the NHWCPA Administrative Assistant, Linda Gaudette, please email her at NHWPCA.LINDA@GMAIL.COM. 

Please be sure to post this eNews in a prominent location for review by all NHWPCA members and wastewater employees.  As always, thanks for supporting the NHWPCA!
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