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SUMMARY

The NHWPCA, NEWEA, and NEBRA organizations jointly hosted the third annual legislative breakfast event on March 31, 2010 for representatives and senators from the State’s legislative body.  Attendance was excellent and  the legislators that joined us for this event were quite spirited and vocal and it made for a very productive exchange of information.  

After opening remarks from Sean Greig, NHWPCA President, and Adam Yanulis, NEWEA Government Affairs Committee,  the attendees were greeted by Senator Martha Fuller Clark, who served as the senate sponsor for the legislative breakfast.  Senator Clark spoke about the work being conducted by the SB61 Commission, which she chairs, and which focuses on sustainability for water and wastewater infrastructure.   The event was co-sponsored in the House of Representatives by Burt Williams and Susan Wiley and Representative Wiley also provided some opening remarks, including her recent encounter with a fourth grade class debating whether the state drink should be milk or cider, and one of the kids suggesting that the state drink should really be water – clean water.  Nice to know that even 4th graders understand the importance of clean water.   

Paul Heirtzler from New Hampshire DES gave an overview of the state ARRA funding projects that have been kicked off over the past year and summarized the large discrepancy between the available funding mechanisms and the current and future needs for the wastewater industry in our state.  

Paul’s comments were followed by a panel of speakers representing a broad spectrum of issues and communities. Speakers from across New Hampshire and New England  presented  issues facing their communities and sparked a lively discourse from the attendees.  Donna Hanscom, Assistant Public Works Director from Keene, NH, spoke about the problems facing their 30+ year old wastewater treatment plant especially with regard to very stringent nutrient limits with their new permit.  Her talk was followed by Phil Bilodeau, Deputy Director of General Services for Concord, NH, who spoke about the issues facing Concord’s two wastewater treatment plants and the need to set priorities for funding facility improvements. 
Jason Turgeon, EPA New England Region I, discussed the potential options for improving energy efficiencies at existing water and wastewater treatment facilities.  This talk was complimented by John Adie, the fourth panelist, Operations Supervisor for the City of Nashua, NH, who presented the various energy initiatives that his plant is conducting.  

Sean Greig closed out the session thanking all of the attendees and inviting them back for our next legislative breakfast event, and reminded legislators that the NHWPCA is a resource for information about wastewater treatment and the tough issues facing municipalities as they continue to ensure the highest environmental standards.   Several of the legislators in attendance asked probing questions and even followed up with additional input which hopefully will foster additional interest by their colleagues for future events that we intend to host.  

The Legislative Affairs Committee for NHWPCA and NEWEA and representatives from NEBRA all worked incredibly hard to put together a informative and interactive program for this year and we hope for the continued support of these associations and especially the NHWPCA membership in general for coming events. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

Mike Sullivan, NHWPCA Legislative Affairs Committee









